OCT-1S-E006 14:23 FROM : UQ_B 



6169885894 



TO:LBPTO 



P. 



Applicant ; Richard W. Harger 
Serial No. : 10/826,075 
Page : 2 

IN THE CLATMS 

Claims 1-21 and 49-55 were pending in the application. Claims 23-48 were 
previously withdrawn. Please amend claims 1,3,5, 7, 8, 12, 14, 21 f and 49, and cancel 
claims 2, 4, 15, and 50 as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A portable event rack stand assembly comprising: 

a first support stand having a first frame and a first attachment member attached to 
said first frame , said first frame including two side members, said side members being fixed 
relative to one another and angularly converging upwards and conn ected to said first 
attachment member : 

a second support stand having a second frame and a second attachment member 
attached to said second frame , said second frame including two side members, said side 
members being fixed relative to one another and a ngularly converging upwards and 
connected to said second attachment member; and 

a connecting member having first and second connecting member ends; 

wherein said connecting member is removably received by said first and second 
attachment members , wherein said first and second attachment members comprise tubular 
first and second stand sleeves, and wherein said first stand sleeve is norm al to a plane defined 
by said first frame, and wherein said second stand sleeve is normal to a plane defined bv said 
second frame with said connecting member configured to be sl idablv received in said first and 
second stan d sleeves. 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) The portable stand assembly of claim 12, wherein said frames are 
generally triangular, each of said frames having a base member connected to said side 
members and two side memb e rs , said side members angularly converging upwards from said 
base memher- and - interjecting, said stand tfle e v e p b e ing attached to said frames whore onid 
sid e m e mbers mtura e uL 

4. (cancelled) 
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5. (currently amended) The portable stand assembly of claim l[[4]] f wherein said first 
connecting member end is located proximate said first stand sleeve of said first support stand 
and said second connecting member end is located proximate said second stand sleeve of said 
second support stand. 

6. (original) The portable stand assembly of claim 5, further including a lock hole on said 
first connecting member end and a lock hole on said second connecting member end, each 
said lock hole being adapted to receive a lock such that removal of said connecting member 
from said stand sleeves is prohibited. 

7. (currently amended) The portable stand assembly ofclaim 13, further including a cable 
having first and second cable ends, and wherein said connecting member is hollow, said cable 
being adapted to pass through said hollow connecting member such that said first cable end 
extends out of said first connecting member end and said second cable end extends out of said 
second connecting member end, said cable ends each being adapted to receive a lock such 
that said connecting member is inhibited from being removed from said stand sleeves. 

8. (currently amended) The portable stand assembly ofclaim including a stabiliring fool 
located on each of said base members of said frames. 

9. (original) The portable stand assembly of claim 1 , further including a mounting post 
extending substantially vertically upwards from each said frame, said mounting post being 
adapted to receive a mounted member. 

10. (original) The portable stand assembly ofclaim 9, wherein each said mounting post 
includes a stop. 

1 1 . (original) The portable stand assembly ofclaim 9, wherein each said mounting post 
includes a posthole adapted to receive a pin. 
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12. (currently amended) The portable stand assembly of claim 13> wherein said frames are 
made of solid metallic material and said stand sleeves are made of hollow metallic material, 
and wherein said frames and said sland sleeves are coated with a polymeric material. 

13. (original) The portable stand assembly of claim 1, further including at least one locking 
ring, said at least one locking ring being slidably disposed around said connecting member 
between said first and second attachment members. 

14. (currently amended) A portable event rack stand assembly comprising: 

a first support stand having a first frame and a first attachment member 
attached to said first frame, said firsl frame including a first mounting post and two side 
members, said side members angularly converging upwards and be ing connected to said first 
attachment member with said first mounting post extending gene rally vertically upwards Jrom 
said first frame : 

a second support stand having a second frame and a second attachment 
member attached to said second frame, said second frame including a second mounting post 
and two side members, said side members angularly converging upwards and being conn ec t ed 
to said second attachment member with said second mounts post exten ding generally 
vertically upwards from said second frame ; and 

a mounted member; 

wherein said mounted member is adapted to be received by at least one of said 
first and second mounting post s* and wherein said first and second attachment m embers 
comprise tubular first and second stand sleeves, and wherein said first stand sleeve is normal 
to a plane defined by said first frame, and wherein said s econd stand sleeve is normal toa 
plane defined by said second frame . 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (original) The portable stand assembly of claim 14, wherein said mounted member is a 
banner display having first and second legs, wherein said first leg is adapted to be received by 
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said first mounting post and said second leg is adapted to be received by said second 
mounting post, and wherein said first and second legs are adapted to support a banner. 

17. (original) The portable stand assembly of claim 16, including a stop on each of said first 
and second mounting posts, wherein said first and second legs are supported on said stops. 

18. (original) The portable stand assembly of claim 16, wherein said first and second 
mounting posts each include a posthole and said first and second legs each include a 
mounting hole, said postholcs being adapted to align with said mounting holes when said first 
and second legs are received by said first and second mounting posts, and wherein said 
mounting holes and said postholcs are adapted to receive a pin. 

19. (original) The portable stand assembly of claim 14, wherein said mounted member is a 
cover assembly, said cover assembly including: 

first and second vertical cover members attached to and extending upwardly from said 
first and second mounting posts; 

a horizontal cover member extending between and supported by said first and second 
vertical cover members; and 

a tarpaulin; 

wherein said tarpaulin is disposed over said horizontal cover member such that said 
tarpaulin substantially covers the area bounded by said first and second support stands. 

20. (original) The portable stand assembly of claim 14, wherein each of said first and second 
frames is made of solid metallic material and each of said stand sleeves is made of hollow 
metallic material, and wherein said frames and said stand sleeves are each coated with a 
polymeric material. 

21. (currently amended) The portable stand assembly of claim further including a 
connecting member, said connecting member being adapted to be received by said first and 
second stand sleeves. 
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22. (withdrawn) An expandable event rack system comprising: 

a plurality of connecting members, said connecting members having first and second 
connecting ends, wherein said first connecting end of one of said connecting members is 
adapted to connect to said second connecting end of an adjacent one of said connecting 
members; and 

a plurality of support stands, each of said support stands having an attachment 
member adapted to removably receive said connecting members; 

wherein a rack is formed when said attachment members of said support stands 
receive said connecting members and said connecting members are each connected to an 
adjacent other one of said connecting members ai said connecting ends. 

23. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 22, wherein said attachment member of 
each said support stand is a stand sleeve. 

24. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 23, wherein said rack includes a first 
rack free end and a second rack free end distal to said first rack free end, said first rack free 
end being located at the said first connecting end of a said connecting member that is not 
connected to another said connecting member, and said second rack free end being located at 
the said second connecting end of a distal said connecting member that is not connected to 
another said connecting member. 

25. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack system of claim 24, wherein said connecting 
members are rectilinear forming a linear rack. 

26. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 25, including: 

a first said linear rack placed in substantially parallel alignment to a second 
said linear rack, said first and second linear racks having substantially equal length; 

a third said linear rack placed in substantially perpendicular alignment to said first and 
second linear racks such that said first and second linear racks form substantially right angles 
with said third linear rack; and 
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a Iirsl and a second corner assembly, said first corner assembly adapted to connect 
said second rack free end of said first linear rack to said first rack free end of said third linear 
rock and said second corner assembly adapted to connect said first rack free end of said 
second linear rack to said second rack free end of said third linear rack; 

wherein said first, second, and third linear racks form a corral. 

27. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 26, further including: 

a third and a fourth corner assembly, said third corner assembly being attached 
to said first rack free end of said first linear rack and said fourth corner assembly being 
attached to said second rack free end of said second linear rack; 

an entrance side number of connecting members, said entrance side number of 
connecting members being equal to at least one less than the number of connecting members 
of said third linear rack; and 

an entrance side number of support stands, said entrance side number of 
support stands being equal to two more than the number of said entrance side number of 
connecting members; 

wherein said entrance side number of support stands and said entrance side 
number of connecting members arc disposed between said third and fourth corner 
assemblies to form an entrance to said corral. 

28. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 26, further including: 

a fourth linear rack; and 

a third and a fourth corner assembly; 

wherein said fourth linear rack is disposed between said first and second linear racks, 
and wherein said third corner assembly is adapted to connect said first rack free end of said 
first linear rack to said second rack free end of said fourth linear rack, and wherein said fourth 
corner assembly is adapted to connect said second rack free end of said second linear rack to 
said first rack free end of said fourth linear rack. 

29. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 22, including at least one coupler, said 
at least one coupler being adapted to connect said first connecting end of one of said 



PAGE 11/23 * RCVD AT 10/12/2006 3:14:41 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/4* DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID:61 69885894 * DURATION (mm-ss):0342 



OCT- 12-2006 14:24 FROM : UGLB 



6169885894 



TO:USPTO 



P. 12^23 



Applicant Richard Harger 

Serial No. 10/826,075 
Page 8 

connecting members to said second connecting end of an adjacent one of said connecting 
members. 



30. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 22, wherein each said frame includes a 
mounting post extending substantially vertically upwards from said frames. 

31 . (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 22, further including at least one 
locking ring, said at least one locking ring being slidably disposed around at least one of said 
connecting members. 

32. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 24, further including a cable having first 
and second cable ends, and wherein said connecting members are hollow, said cable being 
adapted to pass through said hollow connecting members such that said first cable end 
extends out of said first rack free end and said second cable end extends out of said second 
rack free end ? said cable ends being adapted to receive a lock such that said connecting 
members are inhibited from being removed from said stand sleeves. 

33. (withdrawn) A bicycle parking and information display support stand for use with others 
comprising: 

a frame adapted to be placed on a support surface; and 
an attachment member attached to said frame; 

wherein said attachment member defines an axis substantially parallel to the 
support surface. 

34. (withdrawn) The stand of claim 33, wherein said attachment member is a stand sleeve. 

35. (withdrawn) The stand of claim 33> including a stabilizing foot located on said frame and 
adapted to stabilize said stand on the support surface. 

36. (withdrawn) The stand of claim 33, wherein said frame is generally triangular and 
includes a base member and two side members, said side members angularly converging 
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upwards from said base member, said adjacent member being fixedly secured to said frame 
where said side members intersect. 

37. (withdrawn) The stand of claim 33, including a mounting post extending substantially 
vertically upwards from said frame. 

38. (withdrawn) The stand of claim 37, wherein said mounting post includes a stop. 

39. (withdrawn) The stand of claim 37, wherein said mounting post includes a posthole 
adapted to receive a pin. 

40. (withdrawn) The stand of claim 37, including a mounted member, wherein said mounted 
member is adapted to be received by said mounting post. 

41 . (withdrawn) The stand of claim 34, wherein said stand sleeve has a first sleeve end and a 
second sleeve end, said first and second sleeve ends extending in opposite directions away 
from said frame. 

42. (withdrawn) The stand of claim 34, wherein said frame is made of solid metallic material 
and said stand sleeve is made of hollow metallic material, and wherein said frame and said 
stand sleeve are coated with a polymeric material. 

43. (withdrawn) An expandable event rack comprising: 

a plurality of connecting members, said connecting members having first and second 
connecting ends, wherein said first connecting end of one of said connecting members is 
adapted to connect to said second connecting end of an adjacent one of said connecting 
members; and 

a plurality of support stands,, each said support stand having an attachment member 
adapted to removably receive said connecting members; 

wherein said connecting members and said support stands are adapted to form a corral 
when said attachment members of said .support stands receive said connecting members and 



PACE 13/23 1 RCVD AT 10112/2006 3:14:41 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/4 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:6169885894 1 DURATION (mm-ss):0342 



'OCT-12-2006 14:24 FROM : UGLB 



6169885894 



TO:USPTO 



Applicant 
Serial No, 
Page 



Richard W. Harger 

10/826,075 

10 



said connecting members are each connected to an adjacent one of said connecting members 
at said connecting ends, said corral having a first corral end and a second corral end, wherein 
said first corral end is the said first connecting end of a said connecting member that is not 
connected to an adjacent said connecting member, and wherein said second corral end is the 
said second connecting end of a said connecting member that is not connected to an adjacent 
said connecting member. 

44. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 43, wherein said attachment member of 
each said support stand is a stand sleeve. 

45. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 43, wherein said connecting members 
and said support stands form a totally enclosed corral such that said first corral end and said 
second corral end are connected by at least one said connecting member. 

46. (withdrawn) The expandable even rack of claim 43, further including a first linear rack, a 
second linear rack, a third linear rack, a fourth linear rack, and four corner assemblies, 
wherein each said linear rack comprises a plurality of rectilinear connecting members 
supported by a plurality of support stands, said linear racks being connected by said corner 
assemblies and said first and second corral ends being located on said fourth linear rack, and 
wherein said first and second corral ends define an opening. 

47. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 43, further including a cable having first 
and second cable ends, and wherein said connecting members and said attachment members 
arc hollow, said cable being adapted to pass through said hollow connecting members and 
said hollow attachment members such that said first cable end extends out of said first corral 
end and said second cable end extends out of said second corral end, said cable ends being 
adapted to receive a lock such that said corral is inhibited from being disassembled. 
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48. (withdrawn) The expandable event rack of claim 43, further including at least one 
locking ring, said at least one locking ring being slidably disposed around at least one of said 
connecting members. 

49. (currently amended) A portable event rack stand assembly comprising: 

a first support stand having a first frame and a first attachment member 
attached to said first frame, said first frame including a first mounting post and two side 
members, said side members angularly converging upwa rds and being connected to said first; 
attachment member with said first mounting post extending generally ver tically upwards from 
said first frame : 

a second support stand having a second frame and a second attachment 
member attached to said second frame, said second frame including a second mounting post 
and two side members, said side members angularly converging upwar ds and being connected 
to said second attachment member with said second mounting post extend ing generally 
vertically upwards from said second frame; and 

a connecting member having first and second connecting member ends; 

wherein said first and second attachment members are adapted to removably 
receive said ends of said connecting member, and wherein said mounting posts arc each 
adapted to receive a mounted membe r, wherein said first and second attachment members 
comprise tubular first and second stand sleeves, and wherein said first stand sleeve is normal 
to a plane defined bv said first frame, and wherein said second stand sleeve is no rmal to a 
plane defined bv said second frame with said connecting member configured to b e slidably 
received in said first and second stand sleeves . 

50. (cancelled) 

51 . (original) The portable event rack stand assembly of claim 49, wherein said mounted 
member is a standalone banner display, said standalone banner display having first and 
second legs, wherein said first leg is adapted to be received by said first mounting post and 
said second leg is adapted to be received by said second mounting post, and wherein said first 
and second legs are adapted to support a banner. 
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52. (original) The portable event rack stand assembly of claim 49, wherein said mounted 
member is a cover assembly , said cover assembly including: 

first and second vertical cover members attached to and extending upwardly from said 
first and second mounting posts; 

a horizontal cover member extending between and supported by said first and second 
vertical cover members; and 



wherein said tarpaulin is disposed over said horizontal cover member such that said 
tarpaulin substantially covers the urea bounded by said first and second support stands. 

53. (original) The portable event rack stand assembly of claim 49, wherein said connecting 
member includes first and second ends, said first and second ends having first and second 
lock holes, wherein each of said lock holes is adapted to receive a lock. 

54. (original) The portable event rack stand assembly of claim 49, further including a cable 
having first and second cable ends, and wherein said connecting member and said attachment 
members are hollow, said cable being adapted to pass through said hollow connecting 
member and said hollow attachment members such that said first cable end extends out of 
said first connecting member end and said second cable end extends out of said second 
connecting member end, said cable ends being adapted to receive a lock such that said 
connecting member is inhibited from being removed from said stand sleeves. 

55. (original) The portable event rack sland assembly of claim 49, further including at least 
one locking ring, said at least one locking ring being slidably disposed around said connecting 
member. 



a tarpaulin; 
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